CLASSIC CRIMES
paternal soof, could she be brought to admit the least regret
for her behaviour. The only light she would vouchsafe re-
garding her escapade was, that "she wished to be inde-
pendent" and meant to make for Bristol, with a view to
leaving England. The force of character and fixity of purpose
thus exhibited by a child so young are tfuly remarkable, and
of these traits, as we shall see, she was afterwards to furnish
further and more startling proof-
Beyond the advent of the customary little stranger, nothing
noteworthy occurred for the next few years in Mr. Kent's
family. On the night of Friday, 29th June 1860, the house-
hold consisted of the following persons: Mr. Kent and his
wife, the three surviving daughters and one son of his first
marriage, the three children of his second, and three female
servants: nurse, housemaid, and cook. These all slept in
the house. Three male servants: coachman, gardener, and
pantry-boy: presumably for fair propriety's sake, were
lodged in the outbuildings. The house, a handsome and
commodious mansion of three storeys, stood in its own
grounds, at a genteel remove from the public road. On the
left of the entrance hall was the library, with behind it the
drawing-room; on the right the dining-room, which formed
a wing by itself, having no building above. Beyond the hall
were the domestic offices. On the first floor, above the
library, was the connubial chamber of Mr. and Mrs. Kent,
with a dressing-room communicating. Their eldest child lay
in her parents' room. In the nursery, over the hall, slept the
nurse, Elizabeth Gough, with the younger girl in a crib.beside
her ted, and the little boy, four-year-old Francis Saville, in a
cot on the $ther side of the room. On the second floor^ three
rooms to the front were respectively assigned to the two eldest
girls, to Constance, and to the cook and housemaid. The
boy, William, slept in a room to the back. Thus the first
family were relegated to the second floor, while the second
occupied the first.
One by one the several members of the household, in
the language of the day, retired to rest. The master Ivas
a],w^ys the last to go to bed; it was his habit to'perambulate
the premises 'with a dark-lantern to see that the doors and
witidows were properly secured. After performing his,
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